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There is a considerable amount of literature about the Internet and this book is one of
many others. However, it is a book which in its first edition won prizes. It concerns
electronic democracy in the United States and, as its subtitle indicates, a belief that
American politics can be transformed by the use of the Internet. Browning has a
background as a journalist and reporter which is revealed in the way he discusses the
Internet's short history in politics. The prose and layout is of a quality that even those
whose mother tongue is not English can become excited about the theme. The structure of
the contents is clear with distinct subheadings, while the headings of many of the chapters
are more evocative: very colorful and emotionally touching. The headings are as follows:

Birth of an electronic nation• 
Smoke−filled rooms in cyberspace• 
Handing out electronic fliers• 
Pressing the virtual flesh• 
The dark side of a new world• 
Voting booths for the millennium• 
Campaign resources.• 
The virtual campaign trail• 
Election 2000... and counting• 
On The Horizon• 

The Internet as a tool for politics is an interesting medium, it is immediate, it is
worldwide and it can be used by the so−called 'grassroots'. This book explains the short
history of using the Internet in political campaigns and electronic voting in the USA.
Illustrative descriptions of political events that made history leave, of course, much to
discuss and reflect over, for example, the impact of the use or non−use of the Internet as
success factor.

As a lecturer in library and information science, I find this book interesting to read. The
focus is on politics and if politics really can be considered as an application area of the
use of the Internet. There are many interesting ideas and suggestions that should be
followed up in research: there are claims that the Internet has allowed us to adopt a more
research orientated attitude for example. It is an interesting observation: research skills
promoted by the access to information and the ease of handling information can be
developed on every level. It may, of course, bring with it more critical citizens, as the
author says, it also can bring with it huge opportunities for disinformation.

One quotation from the book caught my interest:

In television, you ve only got about thirty seconds to make your point.
What s different about the Net is that folks online aren't looking for the
handbill  They are doing research. They want and demand detailed
content. (p. 141)
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The need for more, solid research and for efficiently co−ordinating actors is another
aspect that turned out to be a concluding reflexion after reading this interesting book
about the use of the Internet in American politics.

Arja Mantykangas Lecturer, Swedish school of Library and Information Science
Högskolan i Borås
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